
The Cumberland

The Cumberland Resort, 
which once stood on this site, 
is linked to two of Marysville’s 
most prominent families—the 
Bartons and the Cuzens.

A guesthouse called the Bungalow was 
built on this land for Emily Ada Barton in 
around 1917. Emily had been a guesthouse 
proprietoress since at least 1915, when 
she managed the short-lived ‘Chestnuts’. 
She was certainly well qualified for the 
job, having raised, cooked and cleaned 
for a grand total of 16 Barton children! 
Emily managed the Bungalow until she 
sold it to WC Walker in September 1923. 

Sydney Elliott took over the Bungalow in 
1929, changing its name to Cumberland 
House within the year. After he sold the 
business in the mid-1930s the Cumberland 
had a string of new owners until Geoff 
and Joan Cuzens purchased it in 1946.

Disaster struck in March 1969, when an 
electrical fault started a fire. Fortunately 
no-one was hurt, but the building was 
nearly destroyed. The Marysville 
community helped Geoff and Joan 

rebuild the Cumberland in time for the 
Christmas rush that same year.

Simon and Anne Cuzens upgraded the 
Cumberland and opened a day spa on 
the property in 2006. Tragically, the 
Cumberland was again destroyed on 
Black Saturday 2009.

The new Cumberland Guest House 
offers a standard of living, comfort 
and warmth unequalled anywhere 
in Victoria. Rebuilt just a few 
months ago the New Cumberland 
has luxury accommodation with 
bathrooms en-suite to all bedrooms, 
a wonderfully relaxing lounge 
and superb food with the very 
finest in wines, spirits and ales.
Advertisement, The Age, 10 August 1970

Murchison Street

Pa
ck

 R
oa

d

Darwin Street

Buxton M
arysville Road

M
arysvil le W

oods Point RdSedgwick Street

Lyell Street

Racecourse Road

Kings Road

Pre-School 
Centre 

PoliceOffice

Mystic 
Mountains 
Tourism

Kings Road

Mount K
itc

hener A
ve

Falls Road

Primary School

Golden Chain 
Blackwood Cottage

The 
Cumberland

Marysville
Lolly Shop

Lyell Guest 
Cottage

Keppels

Picture Theatre 
& General Store

Christ Church

Crossways

Log Cabin

Koorings

Marylands

Mountain Lodge

The Old Mill

Generously supported by the 
fundraising efforts of Methodist 
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Geoff Hyland 
bought the 
Cumberland 
from Geoff and 
Joan Cuzens, but 
sold it to their 
son Simon and 
his wife Anne 
Cuzens, in 200X.

The Cumberland, 
c. 1960
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The Cumberland, c. 1950s
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When Geoff and Joan Cuzens took 
over the Cumberland in the late 
1940s, the business was reunited 
with its original owners, the 
Barton family—Emily Barton was 
Geoff’s grandmother! 

The Cumberland Resort, 2007
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The Cumberland, n.d.
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The Cumberland, 2008
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Cumberland Guest House, c. 1940-60
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